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Boom Time for 'Next San Diego' 




JdT Tflppftf fee Tbtfew Y«* Tlasca 

Getting a putting green ready for the golfers at the Casa Blanca condominium. 
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rt S the last edge of sun slipped into the 

A Sea of Cortez on a Saturday night In 
IM October, ihe Old Port comer of Puer- 
t^ to Pefiasco, Mexico, kicked into high 
" ™ gear. Bunches of sunburned tourists 
rolled in, fresh from the beach, poring over 
vendors* seashell necklaces and slipping 
into open-air cafes for fish tacos and marga- 
ritas. It was a classic seaside resort town 
scene: casual, small and quaint. 

But peer west from the water's edge, 
toward Puerto Peflasco's extended arm, 
Sandy Beach, and you see a starkly different 
vista taking shape: a jagged wall of a dozen 
massive new condo-hotel resorts, in varying 
states of construction, rising toward the sky 
like a new Cancun. 

To the crowds of sun-loving tourists who 
are now flocking here from the United 
States, the development is a welcome new 
addition to Puerto Peflasco, or Rocky Point, 
as it's called in English. The town — blessed 
with a surreal desert-meets-sea landscape, 
balmy year-round temperatures, English- 
speaking expatriates and an intact Old Port 
fishing village — has lured a mix of Arizona 
retirees and spring break revelers for 
years. Now p with its growing crop ol new 
restaurants and upscale resorts that please 
middle- American tastes and budgets, Rocky 
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Point is a draw to more vacationers. 

"Every week, there are more visitors/" 
said German Palacto Jimenez, who runs the 
Point, Maleeon Fund adores. 300, (entrees 
$ 10 to $14; all prices are in dollars), a year- 
old waterfront seafood spot. "We've had cus- 
tomers from Colorado, New Mexico — even 
New York." Other new places offer every- 
thing from Mexican fusion to the European 
cafe fare of Coffee's Haus, Boulevard Benito 
Juarez, 216B: (52-638) 38S-1065. The most 
expensive meal is $7. 

Although me narrow beaches here are 
coarse and beige — more like New Jersey 
than the Yucatan — this is the closest shore- 
line to Arizona, just 225 miles from Phoenix. 
And the town, an hour south of the border, is 
in Mexico's free zone so tourists from the 



United States need no special permits. 

'This place is like the next San Diego, but 
with bigger bang for your buek T " said Mike 
Callaway. 4S. a government employee from 
Tucson, He was sipping a Corona on a recent 
afternoon at the Sonoran Sun, where he paid 
$230 a night for his suite. The property is one 
of three new luxury Sonoran Resorts on 
Sandy Beach (www.rockypointres.com, 
$100 to $400 nightly) that are also hotels. 

Real estate prices are still affordable 
compared with those of other beach resorts, 
making it relatively easy to snag a beach- 
front condo. The Sun's rental manager, Ro- 
berto Garcia, said that the 228 units sold out 
in seven hours last summer at an average of 
S3O0,O0fl each. That's the typical price for a 
waterfront condo T with annual appreciation 
rates of about 25 percent in the last two 
years, said Brad Henderson, sales manager 
for Coldwell Banker 

Meanwhile, plans for Puerto Peftasco and 
its surrounding deserts continue to expand. 
There are more than 40 large-scale develop- . 
ments in construe tion or expansion, plus 
three new golf courses and six more due. 

A small airport for charter flights now of- 
fered by WestwLnd Air Service (each flight 
is priced separately) reopened in Septem- 
ber after a $2.5 million renovation; an in- 
ternational airport has a projected opening 
date of 200&. Also being built is a scenic 
coastal highway that will link Puerto Pertas- 
co with cities to the north and south, ■ 
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Project: Esmeralda Resort 

Location: Sandy Beach 

Buildirigs: 7 

Hoots 13 to 17 

Use: Residential 

Developer: Sandy Beach Resorts/QuirartB Aiquitectos 

Status: Under ranstruction, 2005-2008 
Renderings: 




Master plan: 




Project: PlayaAzul 

Location: PlayaEncanto 

N. Buildings: 6 

N. Floors: 15 

Use: Residential 

Developer: Skypet Inc. 

Status: Under ranstruction, 2005-2008 
Renderings: 
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Location: 



Project: Las Palomas 

Location: Sandy Beach 

N. Buildings: 14 

N. Hoots: 11 to 16 

Use: Residential 

Developer: Swaback Partners, Inc. 

Status: Under construction, 2004^2008 
Master Plan: 





Phase 1 (Completed): 




Phase 2 (Under construction) : 




Phase 3 (Projected): 




Exterior; 
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Project: Puerta Pri vada 

Location: Sandy Beach 

NL Buildings 2 

N. Floors: 12 

Use: Residential 

Developer: Quinta San Carlos 

Status: Under construction, 2005-2006 




Project: Bella Siiena 

Location: Sandy Beach 

N. Buildings: 5 

N. Floors: 11 levels 
Use: Residential 

Developer: Sandy Beach Resorts 

Status: Under construction, 2004^2006 
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Project: LagunaDeL Mar 

Location: Laguna Del Mar 

Use: Gated Community, 18- hole Golf Course 

Developer: Jack MckLaus 

Status: Under construction, 2003-2009 
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LAGUNADELMAK 
PROPQUPMAfTCR PLAN 
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Project: Encanto Living 

Location: La Rnta Estuary 

Flocre 12 

Use: Residential 

Developer: Habitat Real Estate, AHA Arquitectos 

Status: Under instruction, 2006-2007 




Interiors: 




Site plan: 
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Project: Lagum Shores / Location: Sandy Beach 
Fiocre ? / Use Hotel, Condomiiims, Residences 

Peveicper: ? / Status Under construction, 2005-2008 
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I Perspective 
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Hotel & Condo perspective: 
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Gated rommunity perspective: 




Project: Gila Towers 

Location: PlayaDorada 

NL Buildings 4 

N. Floors: 15 

Use: Residential 

Developer: GmpoArcptectura 

Status: Under construction, 2006-2008 




Interiors: 




Site Plan: 




1 SECURITY GA7E HOUSE ft 

2. VALET ; CURflSlGE CHECK -M Jl 

3 LOBBY 8. 

4. REUNION LOUNGE 9, 

5. MEDITATION: GARDEN 10. 



MENTATION LAKE 
MEDIATION BAR /DELI 
$PORTS GARDEN 
SPORTS LAKE 
SPORTS DESK j 1 JUICE GAR 



II. INDOOR UP POOL 
12 INDOOR JACUZZI 
13. MENS' RESTROQMS 
U. WOMEN SRESTROOMS 
15 MWN SWWWING POOL 



(&. WADING POOL 
17. SUN DECK 
IB. P0OLSIDE BAR 
IS, BEACH CLUB- 
EC, HOT TUB AREA 



St. GILA BEACH 

22 VEHCLE REACH ACCESS 





Andrew Ramjohn, cfo 

Ph:1 -868-739-4007 
Fx:1 -918-512-7081 
Email: acktiv@yahoo.com 
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